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An Introduction of Professor YUAN Fang’s Social Work Educational Thought and Practice
in Promoting Professional Development

WANG Sibin
Sociology Department, Peking University

Abstract: Professor YUAN Fang is one of the forerunners in the restoration of social work
profession in China and has profound social work educational thought. He defines social work as a
professional discipline which should have solid sociology theory foundation and be supported by
the social welfare and social security system in responding multiple needs of vulnerable
population. Sociology can be viewed as a broader vision of social work. Social welfare and social
security system is the institutional base to practice social work and professional social work
provides an important way to solve problems of the vulnerable. He argues that social work should
be professionalized and social work education should be closely tied with practical sectors. His
thought plays an important role in directing social work’s restoration and its future development in
China.
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