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Household Asset Poverty and Policy Support in Urban China.
A Study Using the 2013 National Urban Vulnerable Family Survey
Deng Suo
Abstract; Based on the 2013 National Urban Vulnerable Family Survey from the MCA , this study
finds that vulnerable families in urban China tend to hold relatively limited assets. The asset poverty rate
is far higher than income poverty. The household head’s education, employment status as well as
caregiving needs were significantly associated with household asset poverty. There were higher percentage
of vulnerable families with both income and asset poor. It is difficult for the vulnerable family to benefit
from the welfare effect of asset holding. The study suggests that social assistance policy paradigm should

¢

be shifted from the “ income-consumption” to the “ asset-development” incorporated the asset
vulnerability and poverty risk factors. Additionally, developmental social assistance services should be
expanded in the purpose of providing institutional opportunity of asset building for the families in poor.
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